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Table 1: Food Sovereignty: An Emerging Alternative Food Regime?

Corporate/Neoliberal Food Regime

Food Sovereignty Regime

Feeding the
World

Role of
Agriculture in
Advancing
National
Development

Role of
Technology
in Advancing
Agricultural
Development

Environmental
Stewardship

Food access/security through intensive
production based on principle of comparative
advantage and distributed through market
mechanisms.

Increase positive trade balances through
increased exports of agricultural commodities.
Economically successful communities will invest
in infrastructure to improve community well-
being (e.g., hospitals, schools).

Increases in productivity come through
scientific innovation, adoption of technology,
and modern management. Problem solving
based on a compartmentalized approach

to problems of soil fertility, disease, pest
infestation, etc.

Protected areas, national parks, and
environmental regulations are sufficient, as
long as they do not harm the potential for the
expansion of agricultural export crops.

Food access/security through prioritizing
local agricultural production and protecting
local markets from dumping/subsidized food
imports.

Sustainable agriculture as part of a diversified
economy will improve national well-being
through improving food security and ensuring
a healthy environment. Fair trade will spur
economic growth.

Farmers must become efficient and competitive
through diversifying production, using
alternative technologies, and minimizing use
of external inputs. Problem solving is based on
a holistic approach to adoption of appropriate
technology, including agroecology.

Agriculture and environmental policy cannot
be separated; sustainable agriculture protects
biodiversity and leaves space for conservation
areas.

Note: for other comparisons between the food sovereignty model and corporate/ neoliberal/ second food regime
paradigms see Desmarais (forthcoming); Rosset (2003); Fairbairn (2010); Reardon and Perez (2010).




