Key Differences Between Corporate-Led, Neo-liberal, Industrial Agriculture and the Food Sovereignty Framework (Desmarais, 2017)

	Goal
	Neo-Liberal Model
	Food Sovereignty Model

	Trade
	"Free" trade in most commodities and services
	Food and agriculture exempted from trade agreements. Food geared primarily to domestic needs; excess fairly traded in regulated markets

	Production priority
	Food and agro-products for export and foreign exchange. 
	Food for local markets

	Crop prices
	"What the market dictates" (involves mechanisms that leave intact mechanisms that enforce low prices to producers)
	Fair prices that cover the costs of production and allow farmers and farmworkers a life with dignity

	Market access
	Increase access to foreign markets
	Access to local markets. End to the displacement of farmers from their own markets by agribusiness

	Subsidies
	Some subsidies still allowed in the US and Europe, yet not in the global South. Subsidies directed mainly to the largest farmers
	Allow subsidies that do not damage small and medium scale farming in other countries, e.g. grants to family farmers for direct marketing, price/income support, soil conservation, conversion to sustainable farming, research, rural education etc. 

	Food
	Considered primarily a commodity. Increasingly involves processed foods containing high levels of fat, sugar, high fructose corn syrup, and toxic residues
	Considered a human right. Should be healthy, nutritious, affordable, culturally appropriate, and as much as possible be locally produced under socially just conditions

	Food production and provisioning 
	An option for the economically "efficient"
	A right of peasants and small-scale family farmers, pastoralists, artisanal fisheries, forest dwellers, Indigenous peoples, agricultural and fisheries workers, and migrants involved in food production

	Hunger
	Caused by high prices and therefore the result of insufficient supply, production and productivity
	A problem of access and maldistribution caused by poverty and inequality 

	Food security
	Achieved by importing food from where it is the cheapest
	Greatest when the food production is in the hands of the hungry or when food is produced locally

	Access to land
	Via the market
	Via systemic and state-supported agrarian reform and long-term tenure security

	Seeds
	A patentable commodity
	A common heritage of humanity, held in trust by rural communities and cultures. No patents on life.

	Rural credit and investment
	From private banks and corporations
	From the public sector. Designed to support small and medium scale family agriculture

	Corporate Monopolies 
	Rarely an issue
	A systemic and pathological feature of an industrialized international food system

	Overproduction
	No such thing, by definition
	Drives prices down and farmers into poverty. Supply management to resolve overproduction 

	Small and medium scale farmers 
	Anachronisms. The inefficient will disappear
	Guardians of culture and crop germplasm. Stewards of productive resources. Repositories of knowledge. Building block of broad-based, inclusive economic development

	Gender
	Policies and programs to integrate food and agriculture into the global marketplace with little consideration of the gender division of labour and women's unpaid labour. Little consideration of how the policies affect women and men differently
	Aims to transform existing unequal gender relations. Recognizes and respects the key roles women play in the production, gathering, distribution, preparation, and cultural dimensions of food and agriculture. Demands equality and the end of all forms of violence against women

	Urban consumers vs agricultural workers
	Since labour is considered a major cost in production, workers paid low wages to keep prices down for consumers 
	Workers need living wages

	Research 
	Focuses on science and innovation. Depends largely on new technology to fix problems caused by previously introducing new technology into the environment 
	Led and driven by peasants/farmers and communities

	Policy development 
	Developed by mostly urban "experts" and may involve multi-stakeholder consultants regarding an already defined policy agenda
	Led by and driven by peasants/farmers working in alliance with urban-based movements. Participatory. Starts from lived realities of farming families
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