
Food and Culture
FOOD MOVEM ENTS

ERIK  CHEVRIER,  PH.D.  

WWW.ERIKCHEVRIER.CA

http://www.erikchevrier.ca/






What’s Wrong 
With Industrial 
Food Systems

Please describe the current food related crises? 
◦ Social crises

◦ Ecological crises

◦ Economic crises



Harms of the Global Food System
Food insecurity – billions of people without access to healthy food!
Pesticides kill pollinators – fruits need bees!
Food as a weapon of war – people in Gaza are starving!
Lack of food sovereignty – peasants and farmers are being affected by trade agreements and food dumping!
GMOs and privatization – restricted access!
Cost on farmers – family farms are not sustainable!
Reduction of biodiversity – we are destroying nature! 
Unwanted genetics spreading onto non-GMO farms – lawsuits!
Loss of Indigenous farming methods – on stolen land!
Soil arability – we are killing our soil!
Creating dead zones in waterways – we are polluting our water!
Corporate concentration of agribusinesses – former war companies are now food chemical companies! 
Health – our food contains toxins!
Carbon intensive practices – agroecology and permaculture methods can sequester carbons! 
Structural racism, colonialism and patriarchy – glaring systemic issues!
Rising cost of seed and chemicals – we don’t need to buy seeds!
Research funding being directed to GMOs instead of traditional breeding methods – ‘science’ is not only about GMOs!
Pest and weed resistance to Bt crops and glyphosate!

There are so many more issues!



We Need To Transform Our Food System
Calls to “fix a broken food system” assume that the capitalist food system used 

to work well. This assumption ignores the food systems long, racialized history of 
mistreatment of people of colour. The food system is unjust and unsustainable, 

but it is not broken. It functions precisely as the capitalist food system has 
always worked, concentrating power in the hands of the privileged minority and 

passing off the social and environmental “externalities” disproportionately to 
racially stigmatized groups. 

Holt-Gimenez, E. (2017) A Foodie’s Guide to Capitalism: Understanding the Political Economy of What We Eat, Monthly Review 
Press, New York.







The Global Food System is Not Economically Viable



The Global Food System is Not Economically Viable
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CONNECTING TO THE BIGGER PICTURE 













Real vs Market Income
Osberg, L. (2018) The 
Age of Increasing 
Inequality – The 
Astonishing Rise of 
Canada’s 1%, James 
Lorimer and Company. 



CONNECTING TO THE BIGGER PICTURE 



Growth Rates of Real 
Market Incomes
Osberg, L. (2018) The 
Age of Increasing 
Inequality – The 
Astonishing Rise of 
Canada’s 1%, James 
Lorimer and Company.



Real Income
Osberg, L. (2018) 
The Age of 
Increasing Inequality 
– The Astonishing 
Rise of Canada’s 1%, 
James Lorimer and 
Company.















How Can We Solve These 
Food Related Crises? 





From Weak Sustainability to Food Sovereignty



Food System Change



Discussion
How can we use our understanding of food systems, doughnut models and food movements to 
develop better foodscapes that have  positive impacts on our communities?



Aristotle
Aristotle in 23 Volumes, Vol. 21, translated by H. Rackham. 
Cambridge, MA, Harvard University Press; London, William 
Heinemann Ltd. 1944. 

Chrematistics – art of 
acquisition – limitless 
accumulation unnatural and 
problematic

Oikonomia – management 
of the household – true 
form of an economy



Karl Polanyi
Polanyi, K. (2001) The Great Transformation; The Political and 
Economic Origins of Our Time, Beacon Press

Types of economic practices:
◦ Markets (exchange)

◦ Household economy

◦ Redistribution

◦ Reciprocity



Three Systems of an 
Economy
Pearce, J. (2009) Social 
Economy: Engaging as a 
Third System, In Amin, A. 
The Social Economy; 
International 
Perspectives on 
Economic Solidarity, p. 
26. 







Gibson Graham – Take back the Economy 
Gibson-Graham, J.K., Cameron, J., Healy, S. (2013) Take Back the Economy: An Ethical Guide for Transforming Communities, University of Minnesota Press 



Discussion – Diverse Economy
What Diverse Economy Food Practices Do You Have In Your Community?



More Links and Sources
Sources

World Inequality Database Canada

Where are your inflation dollars going? 

Canadian Grocery Profitability: Inflation, Wages and Financialization

Canada Food Price Report 2024

Inequality in Canada

Inequality in Canada

Bank Bailouts During Economic Crisis

Rent Affordability Statistics

Canadians Spending

Canadian CEOs

RBC Housing Affordability December 2025

https://wid.world/country/canada/
https://policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/National%20Office/2023/01/where-are-your-inflation-dollars-going%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.broadbentinstitute.ca/grocery-financialization
https://cdn.dal.ca/content/dam/dalhousie/pdf/sites/agri-food/EN_CANADA'S%20FOOD%20PRICE%20REPORT%202024.pdf
https://www.bankofcanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/sdp2022-16.pdf
https://irpp.org/fr/research-studies/whats-so-bad-about-increasing-inequality-in-canada/
https://policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/National%20Office/2012/04/Big%20Banks%20Big%20Secret.pdf
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/news-research/calculating-the-rental-wage-in-every-canadian-neighbourhood-in-2024/
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/news-research/its-not-a-vibecession-canadians-are-really-struggling-more-and-the-data-proves-it/
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/news-research/living-the-high-life-a-record-breaking-year-for-ceo-pay-in-canada/
https://www.rbc.com/en/economics/wp-content/uploads/sites/23/2025/12/Housing-A-Owning-a-home-became-more-affordable-in-Canada-but-gains-are-slimmer-.pdf


Thank You!

Questions, concerns, comments?
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